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City Investigating White Sludge In Raleigh Creek
Creek Dumps Into Raleigh's Falls Lake
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"The most recent consultant report indicates the plant is still troubled by toxicity issues killing off aquatic life. "
“In 2002, the state fined another utility plant, Raleigh's 

Wastewater Treatment Plant, more than $80,000, and 

cited it for overspraying fields with sludge that contaminated 

several private wells.”
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" Riverkeeper strives to save the Neuse     Posted: 11.05.2003    

by Ana Pardo

An N.C. State alumnus is working to reduce pollution in 

the Neuse River, which runs into Falls Lake,

 the source of Raleigh's drinking water. 
Dean Naujoks, a Pennsylvania native, came to North Carolina 

as a construction worker soon after 

graduating high school. He decided to attend NCSU while 

working on a building project here on campus. "

Some of the ways in which Naujoks is working to reduce 

pollution in the Neuse are 

investigating and identifying sources of pollution, as well 

as working with local authorities 

to enforce pollution laws. 

According to Naujoks, Raleigh's own wastewater treatment plant has been a point 

source of pollution in the Neuse River for a decade. Investigations conducted by the 

Environmental Protection Agency, the N.C. Division of Water Quality, the N.C. 

Department of Labor and various other organizations concluded that the plant has 

violated sludge land-application rules as well as health and safety regulations. 
The Raleigh Wastewater Treatment Plant's violations primarily involve the improper 

disposal of sludge by over-application, as well as the improper disposal of sludge and 

raw waste by dumping in the Neuse River. 

Sludge is a byproduct of the waste treatment process, and proper 

disposal involves spraying 

the sludge on plant-owned fields, allowing it to degrade into 

less harmful chemical compounds. 

According to the organizations that conducted the investigations, 

the wastewater treatment 

plant violated sludge land-application rules by over-spraying 

the land, thereby saturating 

the ground with the sludge. This saturation led to the 

contamination of nearby citizens' private wells. 

The plant has also discharged millions of gallons of sewage sludge into 

the Neuse on numerous occasions, according to the Neuse River Foundation's "Profile of a Polluter." 

These issues have given city officials cause to set aside $15 million to rectify the problems. 

The money will be used to pay for sludge hauling costs, consulting fees, 

the purchase of more land for sludge application and the costs associated 

with running water lines to the homes of citizens whose wells have been contaminated. 

The Raleigh Waste Water Treatment Plant, as well as the E.M. 

Johnson Water Treatment Plant, is still under investigation for other possible violations. 

NORTH CAROLINA – CITY OF RALEIGH - $15 million SET ASIDE TO 

RECTIFY SEWAGE SLUDGE POLLUTION PROBLEMS – CONTAMINATION 

OF PRIVATE WELLS AND POLLUTION OF NEUSE RIVER
